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Empire State Local 
News Coalition mem-
bers rally with elected 
offi cials in Albany. (Im-
age courtesy of Empire 
State Local News Co-
alition)

► Enacted 
NYS 2024-25 
budget makes 
critical invest-
ment in local 
journalism

► Adams Fire 
Co. at 100 years

► Memorial 
Medical Cen-
ter celebrates 
completion of 
$155,000 
Schoellkopf Park 
restoration

► Aquarium of 
Niagara names 
Fifer as president 
& CEO

► County 
allocates grants 
from Cultural En-
dowment Fund

► Erie County 
Fair to host ‘I 
Love The 90’s 
Tour’ with Vanil-
la Ice, Rob Base 
& Young MC

► Q&A: 
‘Unsung Hero’ 
brings Rebecca 
St. James’ ori-
gin story to big 
screen

► Record 
number of 
participants at 
Liberty Drive 
Cleanup

Lewiston No. 1 celebrates 
110 years of service to community
Value of volunteerism, teamwork by membership praised at installation

BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief
PHOTOS BY K&D ACTION 
PHOTO & AERIAL IMAGING

Lewiston Fire Co. No. 1 mem-
bers celebrated 110 years of ser-
vice to the Town and Village of 
Lewiston community at their 85th 
installation, held April 20 at Brick-
yard Brewing Co. 

“It’s nice to come to my own fi re 
district, my hometown,” said Ni-
agara County Sheriff Michael Fili-
cetti, who served as master of cer-
emonies for the event. He went on 
to offer his praise to Lewiston No. 
1 members for their volunteerism 
and teamwork with the community.

“I just want to say thank you to 
all the volunteers,” Filicetti said. 
“You don’t hear it enough, we in 
law enforcement. I guess I want 
to thank you on two fronts. I want 
to thank you as a law enforcement 
offi cer for everything you do, and 
everything you provide. You work 
as a team with us every single day. 

When the bell rings, you show up.”
That spirit of teamwork went on 

to serve as a theme for this annual 
event. 

In his remarks, fi re company 
chaplain Frank Previte said that, 
being part of the fi re service and 
also serving as chief of the Lewis-
ton Police Department, rank as the 
most signifi cant events in his life: 
“Being part of both of those, there 
is such a brotherhood in both of 
those organizations. … Through 
that, there’s a lot a friendships, a lot 
of time, a lot of faces, a lot of people 
that I met, that I never would get 
the opportunity to unless I was part 
of this organization. … That’s what 
makes it so hard, when you lose 
somebody that you care about or 
has been a part of our lives.”

Incoming Lewiston No. 1 Presi-
dent Tracy Grant presented the 
president’s report on behalf of out-
going President Barry Beebe, who 
was absent that evening. 

“Barry’s mantra is family. School 

work and then fi rehall. He repeats 
the list time after time when new 
members come into the hall,” 
Grant said.

Noting Lewiston No. 1’s century-
plus years of service to the com-
munity, he said, “One hundred and 
ten years ago, in 1914, when a few 
people had a little idea that became 
the beginning of this fi re company, 
(was) the concept to answer the call 
for those who need assistance. So, 
Barry would like to thank those of 
us who served with him on the ex-
ecutive committee for the last fi ve 
years. Spending a lot more time 
away from our families, running the 
business that is the fi rehall, in addi-
tion to the calls for those in need.

“He said ‘not one of them would 
say that the thanks was needed, 
because they understand the im-
portance of what happens in the 
offi ce, the executive offi ce, the line 
offi ce.’ And it affects what we do 
outside the hall.”

The program went on to see 

swearing-in ceremonies for Lew-
iston No. 1’s line offi cers and ad-
ministrative offi cers for 2024-24 by 
town justices, the Hon. Hugh Gee 
and the Hon. Thomas Sheeran.

Lewiston No. 1 line offi cers in-
clude Fire Chief Spencer Lilly; 
assistant chiefs – fi re, Will McE-
voy and Chris Copeland; assistant 
chief – EMS, Matthew Grainge; 
fi re captains Jacob Meagher and 
Keith Parmer; EMS captain Kevin 
Krueger; fi re lieutenants Eugene 
Siegrist and Andrew Fultz; EMS 
lieutenant Collin Monteleone; and 
fi re police lieutenant Josh Kilmer. 

Fire company administrative of-
fi cers for 2024-25 are: Grant, presi-
dent; Rick Horton, vice president; 
John Penzotti, recording secretary; 
Beebe, fi nancial secretary; and Les 
Myers, treasurer. Also, directors: 
(three years) Matt Ingham; (two 
years) Brian Christman; (one year) 
David Defazio and director emeri-
tus James Franey.

Top: Lewiston No. 1 line offi cers take their oaths from the Hon. Hugh Gee. 
• Above: Lewiston No. 1’s top responders for 2023.

SEE LEWISTON, continued on Page 7
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